ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


ON 


The Temperance Question 


As Mr. Lincoln appeared when he delivered his remarkable Temperance 
Address at Springfield, Mlinois, Feb. 22, 1842. 


THE USE OF LIQUORS WHEN LINCOLN WAS A BOY 


“When all such of us, as have now reached: the years of maturity, frst 
opened our eyes upon the stage of existence, we found intoxicating hquor rec- 


ognized by everybody, used by everybody, and repudiated by nobody. It 


‘commonly entered into the first draught of the infant, and the last draught cf 
the dying man. From the sideboard of the parson down to the ragged pock«t 
of the homeless loafer, it was constantly found. Physicians prescribed it in 


this, that and the other disease. Government provided it for soldiers and sail- 


ors; and to have a rolling or raising, a huskinz or a hoe-down, anywhere wih- 
Out it was positively insufferable.” 


NOT NOW AN OPEN QUESTION 


ersonally, and have reformed, are the most powerful and efficient in- 
to push the reform to ultimate success, it does not follow that those 
ave not suffered have no part left them to perform. Whether or not the 
world would be vastly benefited by a total banishment from it of a!l intoxicating 
drinks, seems to me not now to be an open question. Three-fourths of mankind 
confess the affirmative with their tongues, and I believe all the rest acknowledge 
it in their hearts. Ought any, then, to refuse their aid in doing what the good 
of the whole demands?” 


TAKES THE BEST 


“There seems ever to have been a proneness in the brilliant, and the warm- 


ut if it be true, as! have insisted, that those who have suffered by intem- , 


blooded, to fall into this vice. “The demon of intemperance ever seems to have | 
delight in sucking the blood of genius and generosity. What one of us but can | 


call to mind some dear relative, more promising in youth than all his fellows, 
who has fallen a sacrifice to his rapacity> He ever seems to have gone forth 


like the Egyptian angel of death, commissioned to slay, if not the first, the fair- . 


est born of every family. Shall he now be arrested in his desolating career?” 


THE GRANDEST REVCLUTION 


e relative grandeur of revolutions shall be estimated by the great 
this be the grandest revolution the world shall ever have seen.” 


JOIN IN THE UNIVERSAL SONG OF GLADNESS 


“Turn now to the temperance revolution. Init, we shall find a stronger 
bondage broken; a viler slavery manumitted; a greater tyrant deposed. In it, 


more of want supplied, more disease healed, more sorrow assuaged. Byit, © 


no orphans starving, no widows weeping. By it, none wounded im feeling, 
none injured in interest. Even the dram maker and the dram seller will have 
glided into other occupations so gradually as never to have felt the shock of 
change; and will stand ready to join all others in the universal song of gladness.” 


COMPLETE VICTORY 


“And when the victory shall be complete—when there shall be neither a 
slave nor a drunkard on earth—how proud the title that Land, which may 


human misery they alleviate, and the small amount they inflict, then, | 


truly claim to be the birthplace and the cradle of both these revolutions, that 
snall have ended in that victory.” 


LINCOLN AND MERWIN 
During the winter of 1854-5, Richard Yates (afterwards the War Gov- 


ernor) arranged a series of meetings for Abraham Lincoln and J. B. Mervin 
to speak in behalf of the Prohibition Amendment then before the Illinois Leg- 
islature. Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Merwin ever afterwerd remained strong frier.cs. 
The latter was commissioned by Pres. Lincoln to do temperance work in the 
Union Army of the Civil War, and was often sent to do special governme:.t 
service for the president. Col. Merwin is still living (1904) at St. aus, Mo., 

where for many years he served as editor of an educational jourgal euiSpsaiy ee 
highly esteemed and reliable citizen, who furnishes the quotations” 
given below: — 


LAW, IS NOT FOR THE PROTECTION OF 


“ Taw <is for the protection, ccnservation and extension of richt things; of 
right conduct,,not for the protection of evil ai.d wrong doing.” 


NEVER ATTEMPT TO LICENSE THE EVIL 


“The state must, in its legislative action, recognize in the law enacted, this 
principle—it must make sure ai.d sccure these endeavors to establish, protect 
and extend mnght conditions, nsht conduct, righteouness! These conditions 
will be secured and preserved, not by indiflerence, not by a toleration of evils, 
not by atiempting to throw around any evil the shield and protection of law; 
never by any attempt to license the evil.” 


THE NEW EVANGEL FOR SAFETY 


“This saves a whole, and not a part, with a high, true conservatism 
through the united action of all, by all, for all.) “The Prohibition ‘ef the liquor 
traffic, except for medical and mechanical purposes-- thus becomes the new 
evangel for the safety and redemption of ihe people, from the social, political ard 
moral curse of the saloon and its inevitable evil consequences of i@ 


THE SALOON HAS DEFENDERS BUT NO DEE 
He often said in 1854-5, “The saloon and the liquor fratfie have fe. 


fenders — but no defense!” 

“This legalized liquor traffic, as carried on in the saloons and grog-shops. 
is the tragedy of civilization. ‘Good ciuzenship demands and requires that 
what is evil should not only be detected and defeated, but destroyed. The 
saloon has proved iiself to be the greatest foe, the most blighting curse, of our 
modern civilization, and this is the reason why I am a practical Prohibitionist.” 


ONLY A PRIVILEGED MALEFACTCR 


“We must not be satisfied until the public sentiment of this state aud the 
individual conscience, shall be instructed to look upon the saloon- Keeper ard the 
liquor seller, with all. the license earth can give him, es simply and only a 
privileged malefactor—a criminal.” 


. 


LEGALIZING THE SALE [S WRCNG 


“The real issue in this controversy; the one pressing unon every mind 
that gives the subject careful consideration; is that legalizmg the manufacture, 
sale and use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage is wrong—as all history and 
every development of the traffic proves it to be—a moral, social and political 
wrong. 


LINCOLN’S LAST WORDS ON THE QUESTION 


Mr. Merwin was sent by President Lincoln the day before his assassina- 
tion, to New York to consult Horace Greeley about using the freedman in 
digging the Panama Canal. And that morning Abraham Lincoln uttered 
these remarkable words to Mr Merwin: “After Reconstruction, the next 
_Breat question will be the overthrow of the Liquor Traffic.” 


won spat 


a oc We he tide i is rising against that traffic. Will you join others im the spirit 
incoln and help build a Prohibition Party for its destruction? 


s 


**Now sonny, you keep that pledge and it will be the 


best act of your life.”—A. LINCOLN. 


Write Dr. H. J. Hall, Frauklin, Ind., for these leaflets. Price 3 cents per 100. 
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